Summary of the NZFFA Opposition

to the

TrustPower Application for Amendments to the National Water Conservation (Rakaia River) Order 1988

The NZFFA oppose the above application on three grounds.

1. adverse affect on salmon migration, population and spawning

2. the application conflicts with national and regional policy

3. that amending the WCO is contrary to its fundamental purpose.

1. Adverse affect on salmon migration, population and spawning

The application to take more water from the river will cause a reduction in net volume, or flow, within the river and increasing the erratic nature of that flow (Ref Sections 5 & 6 of the Application).  Combined, these increase the risk of adversely affecting an already threatened salmon population (ref NIWA study).

2. Application conflicts with national and regional policies

The policies, rules, strategy and intents as laid down in:

· Environment Canterbury (Temporary Commissioners and Improved Water Management) Act 2010.

· Part 2 of the RMA

· National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 2011

Our detailed submission further expands on the relevant clauses and sections.

3. Amending the WCO is contrary to its fundamental purpose.

The application seeks to exploit the legal minutiae within the WCO ignoring its spirit and purpose, the latter to protect the flow and quality of water in the river.

The application is based on the principle that a private enterprise can change a democratically agreed Act of Parliament solely for commercial benefit at the expense of the recreational, environmental and conservation values this and other WCOs seek to protect.

