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Introduction

The New Zealand Federation of Freshwater Anglers (Inc) is an affiliation of anglers and angling clubs throughout NZ and overseas. It has been in operation since 1974 and is an independent organisation that seeks to represent the collective interests of the near 100,000 licence holding anglers who participate in freshwater sports fishing throughout New Zealand.  The Federation's strength lies in its independence and the number of anglers it represents.

The Federation’s work is to identify and resolve national issues affecting freshwater angling in NZ and supports member clubs and organisations in their efforts to resolve local issues.

Constitutionally it is charged to advocate the protection of New Zealand’s natural environment and in particular its freshwater ecosystems, their surrounding environment and the recreational angling so afforded.  As anglers we see and experience changes to rivers and lakes first-hand and are thus best placed to comment on any proposals that affect freshwater systems and catchment areas.

Besides being keen anglers, our members are also farmers, agricultural consultants, accountants, conservationists, resource planners, teachers, journalists and scientists – professional people all passionate, knowledgeable about and reliant upon the environment.  Many have also fished overseas and have experienced the deterioration of fresh water by environmentally insensitive and thoughtless development, a situation which they do not wish to see repeated here.

We OPPOSE the application to discharge pollutants into the Waimakariri River for the following reasons:

1. The rate of discharge of the proposed 3,500 cubic metres/day of discharge is not stated in the application as per the ECan web site thus any effects of dilution cannot be calculated.  For instance if the whole 3,500m3 of discharge was to be released into the river in one hour during high summer low flow (as measured at the Old Highway Bridge) the impure water would be 2% of net water in the river, minimum - sufficient to harm aquatic life.

2. Given that the river is tidal at the applied point of discharge this is highly likely to concentrate, rather than dilute, discharge as it may be cyclically pushed up and down the river by tides.

3. The composition of the discharge, in both quantitative and qualitative terms, is insufficiently documented as per the ECan web site and hence its effects on the aquatic ecosystem are unknown as no data or research has been provided in this respect.

4. In any event the discharge of fats, oils and greases; faecal coliforms; ammonia; suspended solids; and BOD can never, under any circumstances, be good for the health of the river.

5. By allowing this consent ECan and the Council will be in contravention of the National Policy Statement - Freshwater Management, which came into force in 2011.  The NPS obliges all local authorities to engage with the community to decide what abstraction and contaminants are acceptable to that community and provides for National Bottom Lines in the Natioanl Objectives Framework (NOF).  The Silver Fern Farms application falls well within the bounds of community decision making as set out in the NPS and fails to identify whether the discharge will fall within the NOF bottom lines.

6. Such a discharge increases the risk of harm to human health for both downstream and upstream (due to tides) recreational river users including jet boaters, swimmers, rafters, kayakers, freshwater and saltwater anglers, which could, at the very best, result in increased health costs and at worst, serious illness or death.  Similar health risks are present for food gatherers, swimmers and surfers using the facilities at Pines Beach and Kairaki.

7. We reject the principle that it is acceptable for a private enterprise to profit by polluting a publicly owned freshwater resource.  The application is an expedient to shirk investment by both Silver Fern Farms and the Council in adequate wastewater treatment.

8. The Government’s Water Programme of Action 2004 produced the Water Bodies of National Importance report which lists the Waimakariri as one of the top recreational freshwater bodies in New Zealand.  This major study underpinned the importance of keeping rivers like the Waimakariri clean and full.  The Silver Fern Farms discharge application is in direct contradiction to this reporrt

9. ECan itself has acknowledged the importance of the river in its natural state, to quote from the ECan web site:

"Not only is the (Waimakariri) river of great ecological importance for the region, but it is also of economic and recreational significance."

"Waimakariri River Regional Plan...promotes the sustainable management of rivers, lakes and hydraulically connected groundwater, and river and lake beds in the Waimakariri River Catchment; to maintain and enhance the environment; and to achieve integrated management of these resources."

10. It is in the interests of both Silver Fern Farms and ECan to have the application approved, as it absolves both parties of further investment in wastewater treatment infrastructure.  To this end we call for the submission to be assessed by an independent commission.

We wish the consent authority to make the following decision:

To refuse any application to discharge anything other than pure freshwater into the Waimakariri River.
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For further information or clarification please use the contact details below:
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