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Introduction

The New Zealand Federation of Freshwater Anglers (Inc) is an affiliation of anglers and angling clubs throughout NZ and overseas. It has been in operation since 1974 and is an independent organisation that seeks to represent the collective interests of the near 100,000 licence holding anglers who participate in freshwater sports fishing throughout New Zealand.  The Federation's strength lies in its independence and the number of anglers it represents.

The Federation’s work is to identify and resolve national issues affecting freshwater angling in NZ and supports member clubs and organisations in their efforts to resolve local issues.

Constitutionally it is charged to advocate the protection of New Zealand’s natural environment and in particular its freshwater ecosystems, their surrounding environment and the recreational angling so afforded.  As anglers we see and experience changes to rivers and lakes first-hand and are thus best placed to comment on any proposals that affect freshwater systems and catchment areas.

Besides being keen anglers, our members are also farmers, agricultural consultants, accountants, conservationists, resource planners, teachers, journalists and scientists – professional people all passionate, knowledgeable about and reliant upon the environment.  Many have also fished overseas and have experienced the deterioration of fresh water by environmentally insensitive and thoughtless development, a situation which they do not wish to see repeated here.

Executive Summary

We are pleased to see the Ministry for the Environment’s environmental reporting function finally being elevated to the statute books and, as stated in the General Policy Statement, the will to produce information that can be “trusted by the public as independent, fair, and accurate”.  However, with the Bill in its current format these general principles could be perverted with the resultant reports being relegated to politically expedient messages.

The key areas which make the proposed Bill unacceptable to the NZFFA are all contained in Part 2 of the Bill and are as follows:

1. Clause 7(1)c(iii) which is unclear in its meaning.

2. Clause 16 (2) which needs further explanation and clarification.

3. Clause 18 which enables interference in the extent and scope of environmental reporting by elected Ministers.

Each of these areas of concern is addressed in greater detail below:

1. Clause 7(1)c(iii)

The following sub-clause (abridged):

”Each synthesis report must describe, in relation to the topics for the time being prescribed in regulations made under section 18...(c) the impacts that the state of the environment and changes to the state of the environment may be having on the following:...(iii) economic benefits derived from utilising natural resources”.
We find this very confusing; for instance does it mean the impact that adverse environmental effects are having on the economy, or the trade offs of such adversity to economic bottom lines?  If the former then we fully support such a process, but any suggestion that an environmental report can be used to trade an ecosystem for money is anathema to the Federation whose passion and interests lie in the preservation and protection of our valuable freshwater resources for recreation.

2. Clause 16(2)

Our objection to this Clause, as it reads, is that it allows a civil servant the discretion to decide what information can be released to the public.  This may lead to secrecy which is in direct conflict with the tempo set out in the General Policy Statement (trust, independent, fair, accurate).  In addition, how such a clause would be resolved with the wider remit of the Official Information Act 1982 is unclear.

3. Clause 18

This is possibly the least palatable clause of the Bill insofar that it allows political interference and determination in what can be published.  Clearly, this clause allows a political party to censor any environmental information which it may deem to be injurious to its reputation and continued position of power.  This is anathema to the principles of trusted and independent reporting.

Contact Details

For further information or clarification please use the contact details below:

Contact person:
David Haynes, President New Zealand Federation of Freshwater Anglers.

Address for.

service of submitter: 
158 Kanuka Rise, Wakapuaka RD1, Nelson 7071

Telephone:
03 546 6051

Email:
david@solumconsulting.co.nz
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